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Researcher of animal behaviour and ecology - focusing on marine predator-prey interactions. 

 

 

Current Position 

Post-doctoral researcher at IGB, Leibniz-Institute of Freshwater Ecology and Inland 

Fisheries, Berlin 

 

Project Leader/ Principal Investigator of Deutsche Forshungsgemeinschaft (DFG) funded 

project (2024-2027) 

 

Project title: Multi-Predator Aggregations in the Open Ocean 

 

Research experience (post-doctoral) 

 

2021-2024 

- Project Leader/ Principal Investigator of Deutsche Forshungsgemeinschaft (DFG) funded 

project (2021-2024) 

- Project title: Group hunting behaviour in striped marlin, Kajikia audax 

 

2018-2020 

- Humboldt Postdoctoral Research Fellowship at IGB, Leibniz-Institute 

- Project title: The Evolution of Collective Cognition: A Comparative Approach 

 

2016-2018 

- Research Associate in the Fangue Laboratory, UC Davis 

- Project title: Behavioural Guidance of Chinook Salmon (Oncorhynchus tshawytscha) 

 

 

Education 

The University of Sydney 2016 PhD, Biology (April 8th, 2016)                                                                                                                

Dissertation: Movement Decisions and Foraging Behaviour in Shoals of Fish 

Supervisors: Prof AJW Ward and Prof SJ Simpson 

 

The University of Sydney 2010 BSc (Hon I)                                                                                                                                                               

Thesis: Collective Movement in Australian Plague Locusts  

Supervisors: Prof GA Sword, Dr J Buhl, and Prof SJ Simpson  
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Teaching experience 

 

IGB, Leibniz-Institute of Freshwater Ecology and Inland Fisheries, 2020-2024 

11 student projects (including 4 Master theses) 

The University of California, Davis, Wildlife Fish and Conservation Biology, 2017 

Course coordinator and primary lecturer – Introduction to Ecology and Conservation 

The University of Sydney, School of Biological Sciences, 2014-2016                                                      

Guest lecturer – Animal Behaviour  

The University of Sydney, School of Biological Sciences, 2013-2016                                                           

Demonstrator – Animal Behaviour  

The University of Sydney, School of Biological Sciences, 2011-2012                                                           

Demonstrator & Supervisor – Human Biology Summer School & Semester I  

The University of Sydney, School of Biological Sciences, 2009-2010                                                           

Demonstrator – Living Systems Semester II 

 

Reviewer  

 

Proceedings of the Royal Society B, Philosophical Transactions B, Journal of Experimental Biology, 

Animal Behaviour, Behavioural Ecology, Behavioural Ecology & Sociobiology, Behaviour, 

Ethology, River Research and Applications, Current Zoology 

 

Professional associations 

 

Australian Society for the Study of Animal Behaviour; The Association for the Study of 

Animal Behaviour; The Fisheries Society of the British Isles; International Society for 

Behavioural Ecology; Society for Experimental Biology 

 

Professional awards, grants and fellowships 

 

Deutsche Forshungsgemeinschaft (DFG) grant (2024-2027) – $758, 919 AUD 

Deutsche Forshungsgemeinschaft (DFG) grant (2021-2024) – $515, 500 AUD 

Humboldt Postdoctoral Research Fellowship (2016 - postponed to 2018) – $106, 199 AUD 

NERC Standard/ New Investigator – named postdoctoral research assistant (PDRA) (2016 – 

position not accepted) 

School of Biological Sciences Postgraduate Award Finalist, University of Sydney (2015) 

Postgraduate Research Support Scheme, Faculty of Science, University of Sydney 

(2013/15) 

Australian Postgraduate Award, Australian Research Council (2012-2015) 

Haswell Prize for proficiency in Senior Zoology, University of Sydney (2009) 
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